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MINISTER FOR ENERGY — APACHE ENERGY GAS PLANT EXPLOSION 
Answers to Questions without Notice 323 and 324 — Personal Explanation 

MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn — Minister for Energy) [9.17 pm]: In accordance with standing order 148, I 
wish to make a personal explanation. During today’s questions without notice, I was asked whether I or my 
office had been advised by the Department of Industry and Resources about any shortage of resources related to 
safety in the oil and gas industry. The question made specific reference to the recent gas explosion on Varanus 
Island. When I answered the question, I advised the house that I had received no such advice. During the course 
of the afternoon, it was brought to my attention that a briefing note was presented at a meeting that I had 
attended last week. The briefing note makes reference to a long-running dispute between the National Offshore 
Petroleum Safety Authority and the Department of Industry and Resources. I also referred to this in the matter of 
public interest motion. That dispute centres on jurisdictional responsibility for pipeline integrity and, in 
particular, pipelines that are distant from manned facilities. Amendments to the federal legislation are being 
considered by the federal government to clarify those jurisdictional matters. There is no doubt that this issue is 
an important one. I am hopeful that the amendments currently being considered will put the matter to rest. 
However, it is an issue that I consider less urgent than the gas shortage that is currently facing Western Australia.  

The briefing note that was presented at last week’s meeting made reference to the historical problem of 
recruiting a contract engineer. It states — 

To ensure that the integrity issue is covered in WA, DoIR obtained funding for a contract pipeline 
engineer to assess new proposals as fit for purpose. Filling this contract position became increasingly 
difficult due to the spiralling demands of the resources boom.  

I point out the key wording is that the pipeline engineer was to assess “new proposals as fit for purpose”; it was 
not for the inspection of existing facilities such as Varanus Island. As far as I have been able to ascertain, this 
problem I have referred to in respect of the pipeline engineer occurred in either 2005 or 2006 and is certainly not 
an issue that is afoot today. This evening I sought an assurance from the Department of Industry and Resources 
that the matter in the briefing note is not in any way related to the incident on Varanus Island. The department 
has given me that assurance. I table a copy of the briefing note that was presented to my meeting last week.  

[See paper 3983.] 
 


